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SSoommee  ppeerrssoonnaall  nnootteess  

  

The Reverend Wayne Parsons will be returning to the parish in early June. He and his wife Annette have been 
away on vacation for the past month, and when he returns, God willing, there will be three members of the 
Parsons household. Let us keep Wayne and Annette in our prayers that all goes well in St. Johnõs. The past 
month has also been a significant one for Doreen Penney of Port Hope Simpson. Doreen was awarded the 
Associate in Theology diploma from Queenõs College Faculty of Theology (St. Johnõs), which meets the academic 
requirements for ordination as a deacon. Also in May, Doreen met with the Advisory Committee on Postulants for 
Ordination in Grand Falls, and she has been recommended by this committee to Bishop Pitman for ordination. 
Congratulations Doreen! The next step for Doreen on her journey toward ordination to the sacred priesthood 
is to complete the Bachelor of Theology (Distance) degree program, which should take three or four years. Let us 
pray for Doreen as she continues to respond to Godõs call.  
 

SSoommee  tthhoouugghhttss  oonn  wwoorrsshhiipp  

  

The Reverend Dennis Michno, an Anglican priest in the Episcopal Church (USA), is the author of A Priestõs 
Handbook: The Ceremonies of the Church. This is likely the most widely consulted liturgical handbook within 
North American Anglicanism. In his introduction he writes: 
 

By its nature Liturgy is ordered worship. In Word and Sacrament, liturgy proclaims the Incarnation, promises 

Resurrection, and recalls and makes present the saving work of God. In liturgy we celebrate the mystery that is 

God. Celebration is joyfully recalling, re-enacting, and sharing in the liturgy which seeks the perfection that is 

God and the glory that is the Kingdom of God. Liturgy which does not seek to celebrate the glory and perfection 

of God is not true celebration. Liturgy that is not God-centered is a sham. Liturgy is not a political rally; it is not 

a sterile dramatic production; it is not done for the enjoyment of those participating. Liturgy centered on God 

rests in the Word of God, celebrates the presence of God, and points to the kingdom of God.  
 

I share this excerpt in order that you may better understand where I am coming from in what I consider to be 
appropriate and, by extension, inappropriate in worship. In all that we do, God is the source, the object, the 
purpose, and the focus of authentic worship.  
  

SSuummmmeerr  iiss  uuppoonn  uuss  

  

Parishes throughout the diocese find this time of 
the year difficult financially. Even if you are 
unable to attend worship services over the next 
few months, please keep the needs of the 
Church in mind. I pray that each one of you will 
have a wonderful summer, and that those who 
make their living from the sea will have a safe 
and bountiful fishery.  
 
God bless you all,  
 

Mark+ 
The Reverend Mark Nichols 
Rector 


